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A NEW SPECIES OF HAWORTHIA FROM THE EASTERN CAPE 


C. L. Scott 


ABSTRACT 


The description of a new species, Haworthia springbokvlakensis Scott, now clarifies 
a misinterpretation, which has persisted for many years whereby this species was confused 
with and referred to as H. retusa var. mutica, (Haw.) Bak. 

A key is provided for the taxa dealt with. 


UITTREKSEL 


’n NUWE HAWORTHIA SOORT VAN DIE OOS KAAP. Die beskrywing var die 
nuwe spesie, Haworthia springbokvlakenis Scott, verskaf nou ’n opklaring van die ver- 
keerde uitleg en verwarring van die spesie H. retusa var. mutica. (Haw.) Bak. 

’n Sleutel vir die taksa bespreek, word voorsien. 


INTRODUCTION 


According to available records the locality of the new species has been 
known since 1932, where it has been collected at a locality close to the farm 
Springbokvlakte and generally known by the name of H. retusa var. mutica. 

In the protologue in Feddes Rep. 43:105(1938) Von Poellnitz refers to H. 
retusa var. mutica as occurring on the Springbokvlakte near Steytlerville in the 
eastern Karoo, and this reference is probably the reason for the confusion. 

Recent research and revision of the Genus Haworthia, has revealed that 
there is no affinity between H. mutica and H. springbokvlakensis as revealed by 
the following historical notes. 

Bowie who first collected H. mutica Haw. left Cape Town on his first col- 
lecting journey eastwards on the 23rd March, 1818, and returned to Cape Town 
on the 14th January, 1819. He followed the route to Caledon, George, Pletten- 
berg Bay and up to Avontuur and it is most probable that he collected H. mutica 
in the vicinity of Mossel Bay. 

With our present knowledge of the distribution of plants in the Mossel Bay 
district, we can be readily certain that the later gatherings must have been in 
the same vicinity where in 1818 he collected H. mutica. It is confined to a re- 
stricted area and as far as present records serve, the species is only known to 
occur in the Mossel Bay district. 


Accepted for publication 17th June, 1970. 
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A painting in the Kew library executed by Bowie in South Africa and re- 
ceived at Kew in 1818 clearly supports Haworth’s description. There is there- 
fore no affinity between the two species. 


KEY TO THE SPECIES DEALT WITH 


1 a End area of leaf papillose; about 20 mm broad, 5-9 lines, back of leaf smooth 
H. mutica 

b End area of leaf tubercled, about 18 mm broad, 4-5 lines, back of leaf tubercled. 
H. springbokvlakensis. 


Haworthia springbokvlakensis (Liliaceae—Aloineae) Sect. Retusae C. L. Scott sp. 
nov. 

Rosetta acaulescens, 7 cm diam. Folia 7—9 recurvata ad 37 mm longa, 18 mm 
lata, 4 mm crassa, per 90° recurvata; parte retusa convexa 17 mm longa, plana 
lineis 4—5 brevibus et longis valde reticulatis ornata; subtus apicem versus 
tuberculis; carina marginesque minime denticulati. 

Pendunculus simplex, gracillimus 2 mm diam. 33 cm longus racemo incluso; 
racemus 16 cm longus, flores +35; 2 apertus; pedicelli 3 mm longi 1 mm diam., 
virides; perianthium albidum, 14 mm longum, stamina 5 et 6 mm longa, ovarium 
4 mm latus, 2 mm diam., viride; stylus 1 mm longus, curvatus, capitatus, albido. 


Rosette acaulescent, about 7 cm diam., not proliferous from the base. Leaves 
7—9, spreading, positioned in 3 indistinct rows, recurved, firm, about 37 mm 
long, up to 18 mm broad, and 4 mm thick at the base of the end area, oblong, 
ovate; face below end area concave the full face length, three-quarter of leaf 
reddish brown, remainder towards base of leaf yellowish green; end area 
17 mm long, 18 mm broad, convex, beset with minute concolorous tubercles, 
with a few oblong, longitudinally arranged whitish flecks, pellucid, reddish, 
with 4 long and 5 short very reticulate brown lines none reaching the apex, 
retused at an angle of about 90 degrees; back convex, smooth below, minutely 
tuberculated in the upper third, dull, with about 15 indistinct greenish reticulated 
parallel lines; keel central 1 in upper third, present only in some leaves, whilst 
the other leaves have a rounded keel which is obliquely arranged near the 
margins, resulting in the distortion of the spherical angle of the retused area; 
margins acute, below, + rounded above, the + mm-long, pellucid teeth becoming 
minute towards the base of the leaf. Penduncle simple, 2 mm in diam. and up to 
33 cm long, inc/uding the raceme, greyish green; sterile bracts about 20, 6 mm 
long, the lowest 10 mm from the base of the peduncle; raceme up to 16 cm 
long, 35 spirally arranged flowers and buds, 2 open simultaneously; fertile 
bracts 4 mm long, deltoid acuminate, white with a fine dark brown nerve; 
sterile bracts 12, up to 5 mm long, white, with reddish brown nerve; Pedicels 
3 mm long, 1 mm in diam., dark green; perianth white, 14 mm long, the cylin- 
drical triangular base swelling 4 mm in diam., constricted to 3 mm above, 
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ascending, not, or hardly, curved; upper segments straight, tips slightly recurved, 
channelled, face colour of inner segment pinkish white with a broad brown 
nerve, narrow, obtuse, green below, face colour of the two outer, pinkish white, 
with a fine brown nerve, acute; lower segments very recurved, face colour of 
inner segment pinkish white, with a fine brown nerve, channelled, narrow, 
obtuse, face colour of two outer segments, white with a broad brown nerve, 
deeply channelled, spreading, green below; Stamens 5 and 6 mm long; Style 
white, | mm long, bent capitate; ovary 4 mm long, 2 mm diam., dark green. 
Habitat: Care, 3324 BD (Steytlerville). Type C. L. Scott 245 (PRE!, holo.). 
Distribution: not further known. 

The species is described from material collected by the Author on the farm 
Springbokvlakte at an altitude of +19 meters in the Uitenhage District, where 
it grows level or partly submerged in the ground, usually in exposed conditions 
and withdrawing completely during the hot summer months. 

As far as present records serve it is confined to a restricted area and known 
only to occur at two other localities a few kilometers further east of the farm 
Springbokvlakte. This is the easternmost locality on record for the Retusae 
family. 

The species is characterised by the irregular form of the plants, which is 
due to its acutely keeled end area. Its true relationship is not altogether clear 
as it does not resemble any described species in the Sect. Retusae. 


